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inspiring words about the importance of
children in our community.

The construction firm DL Norton has
already begun the renovation of the Monroe
School, which is expected to take one year to
complete. Wendell Burnette Architects and
FORE Dimensions Architecture are designing
to preserve the historic fagade of the school,
creating playful spaces that will inspire
museum visitors for generations. The
Museum is expected to open in late 2007.

aradise Valley residents Daron and Ron Barness have
made an extraordinary $1 million gift to The Children’s
Museum of Phoenix! CMoP is in the midst of a §12.3

million capital campaign to open a fantastic place for

children to play and learn in the historic Monroe School
building in downtown Phoenix.

The Barness Family attended the April 8th Groundbreaking
Celebration, and publicly announced their gift to the

thundering applause of museum supporters and community
leaders. Ron spoke eloquently about the importance of

family and the importance of building a strong
community. Ron was joined at the Ground-
breaking by his wife Daron, daughter Jordana,
Daron’s parents Dr. and Mrs. Louis and Shana
Yuster, and Ron’s 94 year-old grandfather
Mr. Emanuel Thuchin. Ron noted that his
grandfather, born in 1912, and the Monroe
School, built in 1913, were still “standing
strong and looking good!”

The Barness Family has a strong history
of supporting local, national and international
charitable organizations. The Children’s

Museum of Phoenix is honored to have been chosen by
the Barness’ to receive this extremely generous gift.
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Making Progress...

he historic Monroe School building
1s centrally located at the corner of
7th Street and Van Buren. We are
thrilled to be located in the heart
of downtown Phoenix, near other cultural
facilities, easily accessible by public trans-
portation. Inside, the 70,000 square foot
building is a combination of dramatic high
spaces and smaller, more intimate rooms. It’s a

perfect place for children of all ages to explore.

Plans include a dramatic new entrance and
three-story exhibit atrium, new finishes in the
historic interiors, and more efficient systems
throughout. Renovations have begun on
the building, which has been vacant for
several years.

Visitors to the Children’s Museum will be
engaged by fascinating exhibits: Constructive,
open-ended, and educational for children
and parents alike. These exhibits will be a
constantly evolving kit-of-parts, designed to
engage all kinds of learners. Here are just a
few of the spaces you will come across as
you explore all three floors of this
wondrous building!

Susich Design Co.

Architecture is life taking creative control of space. Tasso Ratseles

Art Studio

Thas space s full of creativity and
wmspuration. Visttors might make a
colorful collage, paint on a transparent
wall, or create thewr own amimated
mouies using characters they have

sculpted themselves.

Workspace Galleries

Cluldren have the opportunity to imagine
and role play here, managing all kinds
of businesses. A Bank to make your own
money, a Grocery Store, a Post Office,
and a Café where spaghetti, spring

1olls, and sherbet sundaes can all be

made from colorful fabric scraps!

Outdoor space

Here you’ll find huge, gorgeous, messy
projects to work on, obstacle courses to
navigate, buried treasure and rainbow
sand, unique mustcal instruments and
waler play.

Room of Under-Threes

T s 1s a special place just for infants
and toddlers, designed o foster child-
parent bonding and nurture

development of early skills.

Room of 10,000 Blocks

Blocks are recognized as one of the most
important play materials of childhood.
Nothing could be simpler; nor more complex.
Here i this beautiful gallery built of fine
woodwork, you can stack, build, count,
make patterns and shapes and storylines—
and knock everything down to do it again.

Call for Alumni: Know someone who attended or taught at the historic Monroe School? We’d love - to-hear from you. Please share
your valuable memories, stories, and pictures with us and with children today! Contaet Angela at acazeljahn@childmusephx.org



